
 

 

 

 

 

Also, I heard the voice of the Lord, saying “whom shall I send, and who will 

go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me”.  

Isaiah 6:8   

  



 

 

Preface 

The Scripture listed on the cover of this guide is one Pastor Peter Eberly heard as he was led to begin 

planting a church. That church has become Eastside Church. It is our desire to establish a core of 

ministry on the East side of Harrisonburg. Since inception, we have met at Skyline Middle School 

building a ministry for the next generation. The time has come to leave this space and move to a more 

permanent one. This is a big vision for our congregation. However, all throughout Scripture we see 

God calling people to do the impossible.  

A move to a more permanent space means launching a vision/building campaign. This campaign is 

called “Sent.” It will require raising financial resources from our congregation, its families (including 

grandparents and parents) and the broader community. The campaign begins August 18, extends 

through Commitment Sunday, September 29, and finishes with Celebration Sunday, October 13. A 

special sermon series, "Sent", will begin September 8 and finish on October 13. Pastor Peter has 

requested all Eastside attenders to set these Sundays apart and be present for the sermon series. This 

is a special season of renewal and commitment. You will not want to miss out! 

During this campaign there will be numerous opportunities to join the "Sent" vision: The Massanetta 

Regatta scheduled for September 7; a Prayer + Worship night September 19; and Dessert Gatherings 

with others. All of these events and times are specific invitations for you to join!  

The success of this campaign will require a special emphasis on prayer and intercession. You are 

invited to join in praying for this event in however you feel led. This prayer guide is designed to 

encourage you as the campaign begins. It will challenge you to examine your own heart and listen for 

what God may be speaking to you at this time.  

This guide is a seven-day devotional to be repeated for multiple weeks. There is a theme for each day 

that includes Scriptures, some analysis and a song for you to listen to that complements the theme. 

Don’t try to cover all the content for the day; do a portion of the content and leave new content for 

the following weeks.  

We recommend using this prayer guide beginning August 18 and continue six weeks up to 

Commitment Sunday, September 29. Each week you will pray through the same seven themes.* For 

the period after September 29, up to Celebration Sunday, October 13, give thanks for His provision, 

His sustaining presence, His faithfulness, His work among us and the next generation. May His glory 

fall upon the East side.  

*This guide could also be used as a prayer or discussion resource in your small group. Parents, perhaps 

you could use these themes and prayer points in your family devotions.  



 

 

Monday:  Forward 

Scripture: Philippians 3:12-14 

“Not that I have already attained or am already perfected, but I press on that I may lay hold of that 

which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren I do not count myself to have apprehended but 

one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which 

are ahead. I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  

Analysis and Reflection 

Moving forward is part of Kingdom life. Leaving familiar places comes at a cost, whether it is short 

term or long term. Leaving Skyline Middle School is kind of like a death. That period in the life of 

Eastside Church is coming to an end. Are you prepared for this? Have you taken steps to release and 

move forward? You may want to pray into this if you have not considered this. Maybe you have 

already recognized this or maybe you have not. Some of you may have been baptized here in this 

space. Many babies were dedicated here. Families gathered here to witness important milestones. 

Lives were changed here! People were sent out. We gathered in prayer and in song. We laughed and 

rejoiced. Some experienced pain or sorrow. This place will come to an end for us. Pray that we can all 

move forward.   

 

Scripture: 1 Kings 19:19-21 

Analysis and Reflection 

Here we read about Elijah calling Elisha into ministry. On this day Elijah found Elisha plowing. Elijah 

calls him to follow. Why? Because God spoke to Elijah to call Elisha earlier. Elisha arises, takes care of 

business, and follows. He moves forward. The very act of plowing a field with a yoke of oxen is 

forward movement.  

 

Scripture: Luke 9: 57-62 

Analysis and Reflection 

In the Gospels we read in various places how Jesus calls the disciples. This requires forward 

movement. Verse 62 says, “no one having put his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the 

Kingdom of God.” This verse is the New Testament companion text to the 1 Kings passage above. One 



 

cannot plow forward and look back at the same time. The rows would be uneven, and the field would 

not be ready for harvest. We at Eastside want to see laborers sent out into His harvest. The fields are 

ripe.   

 

Prayer 

The Eastside campaign requires forward movement. Are you ready? Pray for yourself and/or family to 

be ready to move forward. Pray for our congregation to put its hand to the plow. Pray to the Lord of 

the Harvest to thrust workers into His field.  

Examine your life to make sure there are not things undone that are holding you back from moving 

forward in any area of your life. The Lord is calling us to move forward into what He has for us. It is 

time to follow Him into this new season for Eastside Church.  

 

Song of Worship 

“Fade Away” by Passion  

http://bit.ly/eastside-forward-song 

 “Satisfy. You’re the only one I’ll ever need. Holy Fire. Burn away the old that stands between.” 

 

Hymn of Worship 

How Firm a Foundation 

http://bit.ly/eastside-forward-hymn 

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/eastside-forward-song
http://bit.ly/eastside-forward-hymn


 

 

Tuesday: Faith 

Scripture: Hebrews 11:6 

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him for He who comes to God must believe that He is and 

that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 

Analysis and Reflection 

Eastside, do we believe this? We want to be pleasing to God therefore we must live by faith. The 

Eastside campaign is a step of faith. Hebrews 11:1 says “Now faith is the substance of things hoped 

for the evidence of things not seen.” To follow God into what He is calling Eastside to become 

requires faith. At this point we don’t have a permanent facility. We need to transition into one to fulfill 

our mandate, Sent. This will require each one of us responding in faith. Are you ready for this step? If 

not, pray for what is holding you back. Maybe you have had disappointments that have dampened 

your faith. Now is the time to let those go.  

 

Song of Worship 

“Your Love Never Fails” by Jesus Culture 

http://bit.ly/eastside-faith-song1 

 

Scripture: Romans 8:28 

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 

according to His purpose”. 

 

Prayer 

Lord, may I learn to love You more.  Reveal Your purpose in my life.  Reveal Your way forward for our 

congregation.  

 

 

http://bit.ly/eastside-faith-song1


 

Scripture: Joshua Chapters 1-3 

Analysis and Reflection 

The book of Joshua begins with the death of Moses and ends with the occupation of the Promised 

Land. Eastside is about to move from the old to the new. Just like in the book of Joshua, an obstacle is 

present. For the People of God, a crisis of belief and an exercise of faith were required to obey Joshua. 

As they got to the Jordan River the river was at flood stage. How will a million people cross over to the 

other side? Joshua trusted God and His plan. It required forward movement to cross from one side to 

the other. As the priests set forth into the river, actually plunged in, the miraculous began. God caused 

the flooding waters of the Jordan to heap up and stand still. The people moved across on dry ground.  

Eastside Church, we have an obstacle to a permanent facility, as funds are needed to acquire, lease or 

build. Our destination is a facility. To cross over requires God to intervene. Pray for faith and trust to 

rise among us and that God will provide for His vision.  

 

Prayer 

Are you having doubts about this campaign? What are the obstacles? Pray for relief from these. 

Maybe you have never trusted God for something this big. That is fair. Pray for boldness to trust even 

more.  

We sense God is giving us an experience of Himself, just like we read in the pages of Joshua. He wants 

to show Himself able to do the impossible in our lives, not just a permanent facility, but a changed and 

transformed passion for Him and a fullness of life right now.  

 

Song of Worship  

“Love Changes Everything” by Red Rocks Worship 

http://bit.ly/eastside-faith-song 

 

  

http://bit.ly/eastside-faith-song


 

 

Wednesday: Fire 

Scripture: 1 Peter 1:7  

“that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes though it is 

tested by fire, may be found to the praise, honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ whom 

having not seen you love.” 

Analysis and Reflection 

Fire purifies. It burns away things that are not needed. Have you experienced the fire of God? Have 

you surrendered yourself to Him fully? He wants to purify you. He has already set you apart. Now He 

wants to burn away the chaff, the unneeded things. Will you let Him today? 

 

Song of Worship 

“Alive in You” by Jesus Culture 

http://bit.ly/eastside-fire-song 

 “Even in the fire I’m alive in You.”  

 

Analysis and Reflection 

God has a plan for us, Eastside. He wants His church to be on fire. He wants to do a new work in us, if 

we will let Him. He wants our children. He wants to baptize them. He wants this next generation for 

Himself. This requires a fire, a cleansing of the heart. For the older ones among us, He is looking for 

renewal. That fire that once burned bright has gone out. It is time for renewal. Not just at Eastside but 

throughout the church across the land. What must I do, you ask? Let Him set you ablaze for His glory.  

 

Scripture: Hebrews 12:29  

“For our God is a consuming fire.” 

 

 

http://bit.ly/eastside-fire-song


 

Prayer 

That I may serve You oh Lord acceptably, with reverence and godly fear.   

 

Song of Worship 

“Living with a Fire” by Jesus Culture 

http://bit.ly/eastside-fire-song1 

“It fans my faith into flame. I’m living with a fire burning inside of me. So let the flame shine brighter.” 

  

http://bit.ly/eastside-fire-song1


 

 

Thursday: Finances 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8:1-4 

Analysis and Reflection 

Eastside has an obstacle as we move forward in this campaign: funds and finances. What makes this 

campaign unique in the life of our congregation is that it requires funds above the tithe. This puts it 

into the category of sacrificial giving. For many families, this will stretch above normal. Some families 

have newborns. Some have children in college. Some have a parent coming back into the home. If this 

is the requirement then God will enable families and others to give above their perceived ability. Is 

there an example of this from Scripture? 

In 2 Corinthians 8:1-4, which is part of a larger section in chapter 8, we read, “for I bear witness that 

according to their ability, yes and beyond their ability, they were freely willing.” 

This letter was written to the Corinthian church with the Macedonia church as an example to them in 

their finances and giving. Titus was sent by Paul to the Corinthian believers to begin setting aside 

monies each week for their tithe and sacrificial giving. This illustrates the biblical concept of faith 

promise giving among congregations.  

How does this apply to Eastside and me? Good question. Eastside is calling the congregation to 

respond in faith. That means looking at your financial situation to determine what you are being led to 

give sacrificially. God may challenge you to give beyond what you currently have. This requires faith 

that He will supply outside your normal family cash flow. What would this look like? It could be a raise 

in wages, a gift from a parent or relative, a bequest, a rebate, a refund or an unexplained increase in 

fair value of an asset you may or may not have been planning to sell at some point in time. Look for 

God to send you something that can only be explained by Him intervening directly into your finances, 

a “beyond their ability” experience.  

 

Prayer 

Test God in this and invite Him into your finances. Ask “how much should I pledge?” Ask for faith to 

trust Him to provide. Since there is a three-year commitment of time to fulfill any pledge being made, 

it may take a year or more to realize the necessary cash.  



 

Another way to raise cash is sacrificing something that is normally spent or budgeted like a vacation or 

planned major purchase. Pray for ways to reduce expenses and when you see the answers to that 

prayer be sure to set aside those monies.   

 

Song of Worship 

“Crowns” by Hillsong Worship 

http://bit.ly/eastside-finances-song 

Those of us who participate in this campaign have a unique opportunity to experience God’s 

intervention into our family provision. Remember Abraham sacrificing Isaac and God providing the ram 

instead of the son as a sacrifice. Abraham had no idea how God would provide but trusted Him in full 

faith.  

 

Scripture: Matthew 6:32-33 

“For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these those things. But seek first the Kingdom of 

God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you.” 

Analysis and Reflection 

Make the decision and affirmation to seek first the Kingdom of God. In other words, put Jesus first in 

your thoughts. Consult with Him alone. Listen for His voice first. Pray before thinking. Simply love 

Him. That’s it. Commit to this and He will amaze you.  

 

Song of Worship 

“Here Again” by Elevation Worship 

http://bit.ly/eastside-finances-song1 

  

http://bit.ly/eastside-finances-song
http://bit.ly/eastside-finances-song1


 

 

Friday: Fellowship 

Scripture: Acts 2 

Analysis and Reflection 

God is a God of fellowship, a God who gathers a people for Himself. He does not want us to be 

isolated and without others. He places us in a congregation to grow, discover and use our gifts, receive 

and give encouragement, receive healing, and be sent out to minister. God gathers to send. This 

campaign is called Sent. To fulfill the mandate of Eastside we need a more permanent gathering place, 

one that feels a bit more like home. A place to be sent from, a place to return, a place to belong, a 

place to experience true fellowship.  

 

Analysis and Reflection 

They were all in one place. One gathering, just as Jesus foretold. It was there in Jerusalem the Holy 

Spirit would fall. It appeared as fire among them. The disciples, previously timid and fearful, now were 

full of boldness. They preached the word. It was received and those who received were baptized. The 

church grew.  

 

Prayer 

Pray for those who are not presently at Eastside, that God will prepare them and draw them, through 

those at Eastside now or in any other way.  

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine and fellowship in the breaking of bread and 

in prayer.” 

 

Prayer 

Pray for these things: teaching and equipping others to be teachers, that fellowship would grow 

among us, that breaking bread would continue as demonstrated through communion, that our prayer 

life and intercession would deepen. May dry bones awaken!  

 



 

Analysis and Reflection 

The time has come for a more permanent space for fellowship; a place to teach our children, a place to 

meet throughout the week for special nights of prayer and worship, a place to invite others. This space 

will encourage us to invite others more regularly. It will be like home. We like to entertain in our 

homes. It feels right. So too, does the move to a more permanent facility. Let us join and pray for this 

to become a reality.   

 

Song of Worship 

“This House is Yours” by Prestonwood Worship 

http://bit.ly/eastside-fellowship-song 

  

http://bit.ly/eastside-fellowship-song


 

 

Saturday: Future 

Scripture: Philippians 2:5-11 

Analysis and Reflection 

Those who will really benefit from this campaign are our children and youth. They will have their own 

space. We will have classrooms where the children can learn and interact. So in many ways, this move 

is for the future of the next generation.  

Many times, the things that are asked of us end up benefiting something in the future. It has been said 

that this campaign requires sacrificial giving. There is a cost. We have learned that from the example of 

Jesus.  

The very life of Jesus shows He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even 

death of the cross. As Jesus contemplates going to the cross in the Garden He sweats blood as the 

pressures mount. And yet He says “not My will be done but Yours Father.” Jesus has the future in 

mind, bringing many sons and daughters into glory.  

 

Song of Worship 

“One Thing Remains” by Jeremy Riddle 

http://bit.ly/eastside-future-song 

 

Analysis and Reflection 

What Jesus did for us demonstrates his love for us. Paul writes in Romans 8:38-39 that nothing can 

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. As we live our lives here on earth 

the things that last are those filled with self-giving love. Things that demonstrate our love for others, 

providing opportunities for our children and others within the community to enter into a relationship 

with Jesus demonstrates this love. As Jesus went to the cross He had a future reality in mind. He 

sacrificed the present for a better future.  

 

 

http://bit.ly/eastside-future-song


 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 1:20 

“For all the promises of God in Him are yes and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” 

 

Song of Worship 

“Yes and Amen” by Chris Tomlin 

http://bit.ly/eastside-future-song1 

“I will rest in Your promises. My confidence is Your faithfulness.”  

  

http://bit.ly/eastside-future-song1


 

 

Sunday: Finish 

Scripture: Acts 20:24  

“But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself so that I may finish my race 

with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of 

God.” 

 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:7-8  

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and 

not to me only but also all who have loved His appearing.” 

Analysis and Reflection  

The apostle Paul was well accustomed to the Olympic and Isthmian games throughout the 

Mediterranean. His audience knew what he was referencing. For Paul to run the race meant finishing 

the race. He wanted to finish well. He must have seen others around him not finishing, the race 

metaphor is a compelling one, one used frequently in the New Testament.    

 

Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-2  

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us, looking to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

 

Scripture: Philippians 1:6  

“being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until 

the day of Jesus Christ.” 

 

 



 

Prayer 

Pray that our tent can be strengthened and lengthened. It is not enough to have a vision; we want to 

mobilize all the people to be part of the campaign. Somehow Joshua got the People of God to buy in 

to cross through an overflowing river, that would have been over their heads. The children would have 

been overwhelmed by the water and current. Yet they proceeded. God intervened because of their 

obedience and desire for His glory. Eastside, He who has begun a good work is faithful to complete it. 

Pray we can all finish well and hear those words, “well done good and faithful servants.” Onward 

people of Eastside! 

 

Songs of Worship  

“Yes I Will” by Vertical Worship 

http://bit.ly/eastside-finish-song 

 

Be Thou My Vision 

http://bit.ly/eastside-finish-song1  

http://bit.ly/eastside-finish-song
http://bit.ly/eastside-finish-song1


 

 

 

Key Dates 

August 18: Launch 

September 7: The Massanetta Regatta at Massanetta Springs Resort 

September 8 - October 13: Sent Sermon Series 

September 10-21: Dessert Gatherings - Meetings with Pastor Peter, Eastside leadership, and all 

Eastsiders 

September 19: Prayer + Worship Night at the Church of the Incarnation 

September 29: Pledge/Commitment Sunday 

October 13: Celebration Sunday  

  



 

Prayer Suggestions for Key Events 

August 18: Launch 

 For excitement to grow as the campaign launches 
 For our leaders to communicate with clarity and boldness 
 For unity within our congregation as we work towards a fresh vision 

 

September 7: The Massanetta Regatta  

 For God’s leading and prompting of who to invite (perhaps your one) 
 For fun, laughter, safety and a wonderful time being family 
 For visitors to feel embraced and received as they join in the event 
 For boldness to step out of our comfort zone and talk to strangers 

 

September 8 - October 13: Sent Sermon Series 

 For a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit both in preaching of the Word and in our ability to 
receive with open eyes, ears and hearts 

 For our children and youth to hear from the Lord and feel part of being Sent 
 

September 10-21: Dessert Gatherings - Meetings with Pastor Peter, Eastside leadership, and all 

Eastsiders 

 For stamina and energy for Pastor Peter as he meets with many groups 
 For expectation to build as family members embrace the vision 
 For friendship and fellowship to grow as we meet 

 

September 19: Prayer + Worship Night  

 For families as they make plans to attend 
 For disruptions and distractions to not be present 
 For a holy moment as we enter the presence of the Lord 
 For the flow of the songs and interaction to be seamless 

 

September 29: Pledge/Commitment Sunday 

 For faith to rise and doubts to cease 
 For clear direction as individuals and families seek the Lord for an amount to pledge 
 For no condemnation to be present in the decision of each family or individual 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eastsideharrisonburg.org/sent

